
CISTRANA Project Workshop:
Portals for information dissemination and 

taxonomies for classification

Introduction to Day 2

Simon Lambert
Information Science and Engineering Group

Business & Information Technology Department
CCLRC Rutherford Appleton Laboratory



CISTRANA Workshop, Abingdon, 20–21 February 2006 2

Today’s schedule

Tuesday 21st February 2006 
Facilitator for day: Simon Lambert 

09:30–10:00 Introduction to the day, Simon Lambert, CCLRC 

10:00–10:30 Informal talk on CORDIS, Michael Rogers, EC – CORDIS 

10:30–11:30 Taxonomies, thesauri, classification schemes: ways of structuring  
concepts and navigating structures, Leonard Will, Willpower Information 

11:30–12:30 Issues in taxonomy development and application, Stella Dextre-Clarke, 
Information Consultant 

12:30–14:00 Lunch (provided) 

14:00–15:00 Taxonomies and the Semantic Web, Alistair Miles, CCLRC 

15:00–16:00 Wrap-up discussion 

16:00 Close of workshop 
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Why are taxonomies relevant?

• Improve search and browse
– “Show me all projects in neural networks.”

• Permit comparability
– “How many projects on nanotechnology in these countries?”

= neural nets, 
connectionist systems, 
…

Confidence in completeness and 
correctness of labelling
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Some issues in taxonomies

• Choice/development
– What basis is needed for portals: taxonomy, thesaurus, 

controlled vocabulary, ontology, …?
– What motivates the choice of depth of a taxonomy?
– Do different users have different needs for taxonomies? How to 

reconcile them?
– How to work with multiple established taxonomies?
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Some issues in taxonomies

• Maintenance/evolution
– Is it possible to assess the quality of a taxonomy?

• Fitness for purpose
• Balance – Discrimination – Coherence – Clarity

– How can taxonomies be kept up to date with the evolving field?
– What are the implications? (e.g. reclassification of existing data)

• Multi-language
– How important are multilingual taxonomies in the European IST 

environment?
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The CISTRANA IST ERA Taxonomy

• The project surveyed several options
• Selected “codification of technological areas” used by 

IRC (Innovation Relay Centres)
• Also has taxonomy of “sectors of implementation”
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The CISTRANA IST ERA Taxonomy
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CISTRANA taxonomy feedback

Feedback form on 
CISTRANA 
website
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