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Ministry of Defence : 
grants, procurements
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OSEO
(projects involving SMEs)

National Agency of Research  
( ANR)

Agency for  Industrial Innovation
(AII) 

Ministry of Economy, Finance and
Employment:

(incl. Competitiveness and Eurêka 
clusters, etc.)

Basic research

Non cooperative
research

Public researchCooperative research Public / Private

Market

Competitiveness clusters

Involvement of public labs

x 100 M€

x 10 M€

x 1 M€
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OSEO
OSEO was born in 2005 from the grouping together 
of two entities, ANVAR and BDPME

ANVAR, now called OSEO innovation

• Encourages the creation and development of innovative companies

•Supports technology transfer activity in order to market the research activities carried 
out by laboratories and SMEs.

BDPME, now called OSEO financement

and its subsidiary SOFARIS, now called OSEO garantie

• Facilitates access to finance to SMEs by proposing risk sharing, either by 
guaranteeing bank loan, or by co-financing investments in partnership with banks.

OSEO merges with AII in 2008
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Missions of OSEO

• Coaching and financing of innovative projects

• Financing of investments and business cycle needs in 
partnership with private banks

• Guaranteeing loans decided by banks and equity capital 
investors

Providing assistance & financial support to SMEs,  

particularly during the high-risk stages :

Start-up, Innovation, International, Development, Bu y out,…

a complementary support for innovative SMEs

OSEO innovation

OSEO financement

OSEO garantie
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OSEO innovation
Customized support and funding of Innovation

Financing tools depending on the stages of the project:

•subsidies, 
•repayable advance = loan without interest reimbursable in case of success
•specific banking loans…

Decentralized organization for the examination of demands

Total funding : 270 M€ for 2006

366 M€ for 2007 (about 4300 projects)
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OSEO innovation

���� French regions 

� ������ 1 168 companies qualified 
as innovative by OSEO innovation 
(tax-advantaged investment funds )

���� Venture capitalists, 
national and regional 
funds

� Seed funds

���� French 
government

���� French departments

���� � �	 Framework    
Programme 
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OSEO innovation 

An adjustable support according to the innovative p rojects

Support to
Innovation

Innovative product, process and service

Technology transfer 

Financial search for seed money, venture 
capital funds or mutual funds in innovation 
(FCPI)

European and International partnerships
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To share the risk from the early stage 
up to the market launch

� at each step of the project, 
� R&D
� Feasibility
� Prototype
� Market launch

� taking care of all  key-factors for decision :

� Management and Organisation
� Technical
� Commercial & Marketing
� Finance
� Intellectual Property 

OSEO innovation
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OSEO innovation
Support for R&D European partnerships

• Facilitate access to the European Commission 
fundings

• OSEO innovation = NCP SME
• Financial support to SMEs to built up their Euroepan partnerships

(APT, Inno-Net ).

• Support and finance SMEs within their
technological European partnerships 

• EUREKA : repayable advances to SMEs involved in market-oriented
projects

• Eurostars : Subsidies for high growth potential SMEs involved in market-
driven projects

• ERA-Net : repayable advances to SMEs involved in sectorial R&D 
partnerships

• Support for technology transfers through
transnational partnerships (
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OSEO innovation
Support for R&D European partnerships

Other funding routes
National Programmes

ERA-Nets
EUREKA
Eurostars

EU Funding for SME within FP7
Research performing SME
Research acquiring SME

Local/focussed support
Other NCP

Regions (“Collective actions”)
IRC then EEN

Competitiveness clusters

�1�&�3���I�R�U���6�0�(���1�&�3���I�R�U���6�0�(���1�&�3���I�R�U���6�0�(���1�&�3���I�R�U���6�0�(��
FP7 Assistance

• Website (Eurosfaire)
• Email & telephone

support service
• Information Meetings

• Partnering Events
• Building workshops
• Customized service

• Training Kit

APT
Financial instrument to support project 

feasibility and partnership building
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OSEO innovation
Support for R&D European partnerships

APT
(« Aide au Partenariat Technologique »)

� Financial instrument to support 

• project feasibility

• partnership building (national & international level) and

• the most appropriate funding (national funding or EC funding)

• Strategical diagnostic
• Definition and feasibility of the project 
• Research of partners, consortium agreement
• Proposal writing

� For SME : Eu-defined SME and « Mediane SME » (<2000) 

� Grant : up to 50 % of the int. & ext. (sub-contracting) ex penses

� Or loan if > 30 k€
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OSEO innovation
Support for R&D European partnerships

http://www.proinno-europe.eu

Networking of funding organisations at national & regional level
• to strengthen trans-national SMEs activities…

•To design a funding scheme in favour of SMEs (APT like ), 
•in technology clusters in Europe...in the context of the “PRO INNO” Initiative.

• Belgium
• France
• Germany
• Greece
• Italy
• Poland
• Spain
• Sweden
• United
Kingdom
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OSEO innovation
Support for R&D European partnerships

ERA-Nets
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Today, more than 500 million € research 
national funding coordinated through ERA-

NETs, mostly in joint calls.

Biotechnology : EUROTRANS-BIO
Materials : MNT ERA Net

Matera
Manufactury Ind. : eTranet

Manunet
Transports : Era Net Transport

Martec
Eco-Innovation : Kis-Pims

OSEO innovation
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Area

Consortium

Duration

Budget

Modalities

OSEO innovation
Support for R&D European partnerships

Typology of supported projects
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Budget Launching deadline
INNET Support to innovation  

activities
2008 isabelle.lebo@oseo.fr

EUROTRANS-BIO
www.eurotransbio.
net

Biotechnologies 
Applied to health 
Agro-food 
environnement

30 M€
(5 M€ by
OSEO)

Novembre 
2007

Février 
2008

marielle.mailhes@oseo.fr

MNT ERA-Net
(associé à
MATERA*)

Micro & 
Nanotechnologies
And other materials

Mi-
Décembre 
2007

Février 
2008

nathalie.trannois@oseo.fr

e-Tranet
www.etranet.net

Introduction of TIC
In manufactury industry 

10 M€ 2nd AAP:
Mai 2007

3ème AAP:
courant 
2008

Octobre 
2007

ineke.petit@oseo.fr
tm.phan@oseo.fr

MANUNET
www.manunet.net

30 M€ 1er AAP:
Avril 2007

2nd AAP:
joined to
the eTranet
call

Octobre 
2007

ineke.petit@oseo.fr

OSEO ContactTheme
Prochain Appel à Projets

Making processes
In manufactury industry 

OSEO innovation
ERA-Net next calls

Martec Marine technologies September
2007

July
2008

ineke.petit@oseo.fr
www.martec-era.net

2008
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OSEO innovation
Support for R&D European partnerships

EUROSTARS
www.eurostars-eureka.eu

� Eurostars is a Joint Programme addressing R&D performing 
SMEs with 400 million EUR of public funding over 6 ye ars

� Currently 27 EUREKA countries, of which 22 Member State s, 
are committed to Eurostars

� Target : EU-defined SME, 10% expenses or employees i n R&D 

� Bottom up approach

� 1st call Deadline : 08 February 2008

� Expected Projects : consortium of 2 à 5 partners (1 to 3 SME) 
200 à 700 K€ public funding

� OSEO innovation : 5 M€ / yr
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OSEO innovation

Find your next partners

� Health: www.smesgohealth.org

� Transport : www.euro-trans.info

� Textile & new technologies :

http://www.fashiontofuture.eu/f2f/home.php

� Industrial Technologies, Aeronautique, Space, 
ITC, Innovation (in 2008) : StarNet Transport
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� Facilitate emergence of technological projects
with international SMEs

• Bilateral agreements with United-States, Canada, Norway, Russia, 
Israël, India, China, Brésil, Marocco, Tunisia

• Partnering Events with UBIFRANCE
• Financial support for SMEs to built up their international partnerships

(APT).

� Support and finance SMEs within their
technological international partnerships 

• EUREKA : repayable advances
• Launch of common international calls (i.e. Israël) : repayable advances

OSEO innovation
Support for R&D International partnerships
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EUREKA
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To  a better coordination of national funding tools

OSEO innovation
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